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From  the  Desk  of 

Rabbi  Steinberg 

After  fourteen  years  as  Rabbi  of  the 
Park  Avenue  Synagogue,  I  now  break 
down  and  confess  that  during  all  this 
time  I  have  been  unhappy  about  the 
name  of  our  congregation.  Indeed,  on 
occasion  I  have  found  myself  wincing 
when  required  to  pronounce  it.  It  is 
in  the  thought  that  others  may  share 
my  allergy  and  be  prepared  to  join  me 
in  doing  something  about  it  that  I  give 
expression  to  my  disquiet. 

What  do  I  have  against  the  name 
“Park  Avenue  Synagogue?"’ 

First  of  all,  it  is  totally  devoid  of 
any  meaningful  associations,  whether 
Jewish  or  religious.  That  in  itself  is 
sufficient  to  make  it  unacceptable  to  an 
earnest-minded  religious  fellowship. 

To  make  matters  worse,  the  name  is 
literally  inaccurate.  Our  Synagogue  is 
not,  and  has  never  been,  located  on 
Park  Avenue.  None  of  its  constituent 
congregations  was  ever  situated  on  Park 
Avenue.  The  nearest  we  came  to  being 
located  where  we  imply  was  in  that  fleet¬ 
ing  interval  when  we  moved  from  the 
north  side  of  86th  Street  just  west  of 
Lexington  Avenue,  to  the  south  side  of 
87th  Street  just  east  of  Madison. 

Most  of  all,  I  dislike  the  unmistak¬ 
able  snobbishness  in  our  name.  Insofar 
as  it  is  descriptive  namely,  the  financial 
ability  of  our  congregants  to  live  on 
New  York’s  most  expensive  residential 
street,  it  is  thoroughly  in  bad  taste  for 
us  to  flaunt  our  prosperity.  But  to  the 
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Schedule  Of  Services 

SABBATH  EVE 
Friday,  April  18th,  8:30  o’clock 
Rabbi  Kertzer  will  preach  on 
“Zion  and  the  United  Nations” 

SABBATH  MORNING 
Saturday,  April  19th,  10  a.m. 
Junior  Congregation  Service 
at  10:30  a.m. 


Card  Party  April  20th 

The  Parents’  Association  invites 
you  to  attend  its  Card  Party  on 
Sunday  evening,  April  20th,  at 
8:00  o’clock,  in  the  Vestry  Rooms. 
The  subscription  is  $1  and  pro¬ 
ceeds  will  he  used  for  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Parents’  Association, 
which  is  working  for  the  cause  of 
Jewish  education  for  your  children. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  from 
the  chairman,  Mrs.  I.  E.  Gevirtz, 
9  East  96  Street,  from  the  Re¬ 
ligious  School  office,  or  at  the  last 
moment,  at  the  door.  There  will 
be  many  handsome  prizes,  and  re¬ 
freshments  will  be  served. 

SUPPORT  THE  PARENTS’ 
ASSOCIATION 


The  Annual  Model  Seder  of  the  Reli¬ 
gious  School  was  held  on  the  morning 
of  Sunday,  March  30th.  The  students 
of  the  various  classes  vied  with  each 
other  in  decorating  their  tables  in  the 
various  aspects  of  the  Pesach  theme. 
High  School  I  was  judged  to  have  the 
most  original  decorative  themes,  and  the 
Special  Class  received  Honorable  Men¬ 
tion. 

Rabbi  Kertzer,  hardly  able  to  speak 
above  his  laryngitis,  conducted  the  serv¬ 
ice.  About  30  parents  also  attended,  and 
admired  the  work  of  the  children  in 
making  the  morning’s  program  a  success. 

The  following  students  participated  in 
the  Seder  festivities:  Richard  Druss, 
Bert  Targove,  Frandine  Kornzweig,  Eva 
Ferester,  Evan  Janovic,  Bert  Sonnen- 
feld,  Nina  Salomon,  and  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Mrs.  Sherman’s  Hebrew  class. 

Also  Jonothan  Steinberg,  Eva  Koenig, 
Eleanor  Kohn,  Stephen  Bernstein,  Deb- 
by  Fleishman,  and  some  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Class  5Y  (anonymous!),  James 
Waldman,  Jane  Weisbart,  Julia  Wasch- 
tel,  Robert  Bachner,  Jane  Dubin,  Lynn 
Narrins,  Eleanor  Foa,  Paul  Bienstock, 
Eleanor  Wechsler,  Ruth  Kertzer,' Diane 
Gevirtz,  and  Joyce  Allen. 


Final  Program  Plans 
For  Musical  Service 

The  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  holds 
its  Fifth  Annual  Service  of  Liturgical 
Music  by  Contemporary  Composers,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Cantor  David  Put- 
terman,  on  Friday  evening,  May  2nd, 
at  8:30  p.m.  It  will  be  the  occasion  of 
the  world  premieres,  from  manuscripts, 
of  the  following  selections: 

Organ  Preludes  I  &  II,  Ernest  Bloch; 
Adon  Olom,  Lukas  Foss;  Mo  gen  Ovos, 
Herbert  Fromm;  Ha-maariv  Arovim, 
Morton  Gould;  Organ  Prelude,  Freder¬ 
ick  Jacobi;  Lecho  Dodi,  Jacques  de 
Menasce;  Psalm  XCIX,  Bernard  Rog¬ 
ers;  Lema-an  Tizkern ,  Salomon  Rosow- 
sky;  Veshomru,  Leo  Smit;  Olenu,  Leo 
Sowerby.  The  works  of  the  following 
named  composers,  which  have  been  pre¬ 
sented  at  previous  such  services,  will  be 
repeated:  Isadore  Freed,  Roy  Harris, 
Max  Helfman,  Ernst  Levy,  and  Kurt 
Weill. 

Once  again  the  Synagogue  members 
are  reminded  of  the  seating  problem 
caused  by  this  service.  A  substantial 
section  of  reserved  seats  is  being  set 
aside,  for  which  admission  tickets  will 
he  required.  Each  member  is  entitled 
to  at  least  two  tickets.  However,  be  sure 
to  send  in  your  application  IMMEDI¬ 
ATELY.  Do  not  expect  to  obtain  tickets 
the  last  day! 

Note  also  that  the  seats  in  the  re¬ 
served  section  must  be  occupied  by  8:25 
p.m.,  for  at  that  time  the  section  will  be 
opened  to  the  general  public. 


Schedule  Of  Services 

SABBATH  EVE 

Friday,  April  25th,  8:30  o’clock 
Rabbi  Steinberg  will  preach  on 
“Msgr.  Sheen  vs.  Rabbi  Liebman” 
What  Ought  to  be  the  Relation 
Between  Religion  and  Psychiatry? 

SABBATH  MORNING 
Saturday,  April  26th,  10  a.m. 
Junior  Congregation  Service 
at  10:30  a.m. 
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HOT  OFF  THE  PRESS! 

Rabbi  Kertzer's  first  book  “With  an 
H  on  My  Dog  Tag”  is  now  on  sale  at 
the  Synagogue.  Mrs.  S.  Wimpfheimer, 
chairman  of  the  Library  Committee  of 
the  Parents’  Association,  reminds  the 
Congregation  that  copies  of  this  warm¬ 
ly  written  book  may  be  purchased 
through  her.  Just  send  your  check  for 
$2.75  to  Airs.  Wimpfheimer  at  the 
Synagogue,  for  your  autographed  copy. 

School  Highlights 

Class  5Y  has  acquired  so  many  daz¬ 
zling  records  and  honors  that  the  visitor 
blinks  from  the  glare  unle:s  he  has 
heard  about  them  ahead  of  time  and  is 
prepared  with  some  sort  of  eyeshade. 
Not  that  they’re  the  boasting  kind,  but 
here  are  the  facts; 

They  were  named  “The  Class  of  the 
Month”  for  February,  after  having  been 
runner-up  in  November.  Even  though 
that’s  akin  to  being  chosen  “Aliss  Sub¬ 
ways,”  they  were  modest  enough  merely 
to  go  home  and  tell  it  to  the  relations. 

Then  their  general  average  on  the 
midterms  was  noticeably  high,  but  they 
attributed  their  success  to  a  good  night’s 
sleep  and  a  hearty  breakfast. 

Now  that  they  came  out  third  among 
all  sixteen  of  the  Sunday  School  classes 
in  the  amount  of  money  raised  at  the 
Purim  Carnival,  they  are  beginning  to 
realize  that  virtue  cannot  forever  be  hid¬ 
den  under  a  bushel  and  they  are  re¬ 
signed  to  telling  the  whole,  gleaming 
truth  about  themselves. 

The  Class  5Y  booth  at  the  Carnival 
contained  a  roulette  wheel  with  names 
of  Jewish  celebrities  from  Moses  to 
Danny  Kaye!  Customers  betted  on  their 
favorite  baseball  player,  musician,  ac¬ 
tor,  scientist,  historical  character.  The 
wheel  was  an  eye-catcher,  set  up  be¬ 
hind  a  crepe-paper  covered  table  ar¬ 
ranged  by  Frankie  Salomon  and  Ann 
Roth.  The  operators  who  raked  in  the 
shekels  included  Leda  Feldman,  Anita 
Remnick,  David  Steinberg  and  many 
others  in  the  class. 


Sisterhood  Speaks 

-  by  Dorothy  Cross  - 

Well,  the  luncheon  has  come  and 
gone,  and  from  every  point  of  view,  was 
hiojilv  successful.  There  were  over  500 
women  present.  Rabbi  Steinberg  spoke 
and  urged  support  of  the  U.N.,  faith  in 
the  idea  of  One  World,  a  militant  fight 
to  keep  American  liberties  intact,  and 
the  redemption  of  the  Jewish  people  in 
Europe. 

You  are  reminded  that  the  United 
Jewish  Appeal  of  Greater  New  York  is 
still  on;  that  there  are  a  quarter  mil¬ 
lion  DC  s  still  crying  for  help  in  Eur¬ 
ope;  that  you  are  asked  to  GIVE  for 
Relief,  Rehabilitation,  Resettlement, 
Welfare,  and  Civic  Defense.  If  you 
haven  t  already  contributed,  please  do 
so  at  once. 

At  the  last  Sisterhood  meeting,  Rabbi 
Kertzer  spoke  on  “Youth  Tomorrow.” 
He  dwelt  upon  the  weakness  of  demo¬ 
cratic  states  in  neglecting  to  perpetuate 
their  ideals  through  a  vigorous  pro¬ 
gram  and  indicated  several  fundamental 
means  of  attracting  youth  to  effective 
Jewish  living. 

The  next  Sisterhood  meeting  takes 
place  on  Tuesday,  April  22nd  at  1:30 
o  clock.  Mr.  Eleazer  Iipsky,  former 
assistant  district  attorney,  lecturer  for 
Foreign  Policy  Association  will  talk  on 
“Palestine,  Its  Effect  on  the  American 
Community.” 

“Young  Marrieds”  Gather 

“Gentleman’s  Agreement”  a  recent 
book  which  has  aroused  much  comment 
in  the  public  press  is  to  be  the  topic 
of  diicussion  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Young  Married  Group.  The  meeting  is 
to  be  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jack  Hoexter,  180  East  82nd  Street  on 
Wednesday  evening,  April  16th  at  8:30 
p.m.  Rabbi  Morris  N.  Kertzer  will  act 
as  moderator  of  the  symposium. 


Anniversaries 

Best  wishes  are  in  order  to  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Ernest  Gladstone  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
D.  Barkin  who  both  celebrate  their  25th 
wedding  anniversary  on  April  27th;  con¬ 
gratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Kra- 
mon  who  on  April  26th  celebrate  their 
5th  wedding  anniversary. 


From  Rabbi  Steinberg’s  Desk 

( Continued ) 

extent  that  some  members  cannot  or  do 
not  desire  to  live  on  Park  Avenue,  there 
is  a  pretentiousness  about  the  name 
which  I  find  distasteful. 

Nor  is  this  a  name  calculated  to  bring 
into  our  midst  or  put  at  their  ease  per¬ 
sons  from  diverse  walks  of  life.  I  think 
that  we  have  succeeded  in  overcoming 
that  handicap,  that  our  congregation 
does  represent  a  cross  section  of  the 
people  who  live  in  its  neighborhood, 
from  those  of  modest  means  to  the  pros¬ 
perous,  who,  be  it  noted  incidentally, 
have  no  less  a  right  than  others  to  reli¬ 
gious  ministration.  But  all  this  has  been 
despite  our  name  and  not  because  of  it. 

The  alternative,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to 
find  some  name  possessed  of  both  Jew¬ 
ish  and  religious  associations,  one  which 
represents  what  we  are  or  hope  to  be 
as  a  religious  entity,  but  which,  in  any 
case,  is  free  from  the  snob  appeal  which 
marks  our  present  name. 

1  would  not  be  misunderstood.  I  ap¬ 
preciate  full  well  that,  regardless  of 
merit,  names  acquire  currency  and 
“good  will”,  and  therefore  are  not 
lightly  to  be  discarded  or  changed.  Nor 
am  I  proposing  abrupt  or  immediate 
action  on  our  part.  Under  all  circum¬ 
stances  our  present  title  ought  to  be 
preserved  if  only  in  some  secondary 
fashion.  What  I  am  advocating  is  that 
the  phrase  “Park  Avenue  Synagogue”  be 
preceded  on  our  stationery  and  in  our 
thoughts  by  another,  whether  in  Hebrew 
or  English,  representative  of  our  ideals 
as  a  Jewish  religious  fellowship,  so  that 
ultimately,  through  the  development  of 
a  ne  wusage,  the  more  appropriate  name 
may  supplant  the  old  inapposite  one. 

Regrettably,  the  names  of  none  of  the 
four  congregations  which  coalesced  to 
make  our  present  institution  is  suitable 
to  this  purpose.  Beth  Israel,  the  oldest 
of  these,  which  was  founded  in  1843, 
has  been  appropriated  by  a  hospital. 
Bikkur  Cholim,  established  next  in  1849, 
reflects  its  origin  as  a  society  for  visiting 
and  caring  for  the  sick.  Agudath  Jesho- 
rim.  “The  Band  of  the  Upright”  (the 
86th  Street  Temple)  is  not  especially 
euphonious.  And  Atereth  Israel,  “Is¬ 
rael’s  Crown”  (the  Alsatian  Congrega¬ 
tion  on  East  82nd  Street)  lacks  distinc¬ 
tive  meaning.  None  of  these  epitomizes 
our  ideas  of  Jewish  communal  living. 

Do  I  hear  any  suggestions? 

— Milton  Steinberg 


